Handling of the TEMPO+ behind-the-ear speech processor by MED-EL cochlear implant users.
MED-EL launched its ear-level speech processor, the TEMPO+, in 1999. Studies have already demonstrated improved speech perception, sound quality and the ability to enjoy music with the TEMPO+ due to the new CIS+ speech-coding strategy. This study evaluated responses to 185 questionnaires about ease of handling and usage of the TEMPO+, opinion of and satisfaction with the TEMPO+ and its performance, as well as satisfaction with accessories. There was particular interest in seeing if the TEMPO+ was suitable for use with children. Results showed that MED-EL cochlear implant users felt comfortable manipulating the dials and switches, changing the battery pack, using external sources of input and with provided accessories. Overall, there was satisfaction with the TEMPO+. Notably, one third of respondents were under the age of 10. Results show the suitability of the TEMPO+ behind-the-ear speech processor for young children.